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By Sushmita Dutta

“Sushmita mashi, what
is the difference between
Basanti Puja and the
Durga Puja we have in
Autumn?” asked a young
boy of our community
while Ananda Mandir
was celebrating Basanti
Puja in the temple hall
spanning over Friday,
April 11 through Tuesday
April 15, 2008. I looked
at his very curious eyes
and didn’t really know
what to say. Is there any
difference? I asked
myself. Why do we have
the same image - Durga,
the demon-slaying

goddess - worshxppcd

world,

Basanti Puja - the forgotten Durga Puja of chelalgu al

two times a year in such
grandeurs spread over a
celebration of five
consecutive days? All
other Hindu idols are
worshipped just once a
year. So, I held his tiny
hands and said that I
really didn’t know but
promised him that 1
would find out and let
him know. Here are some
extracts from my search:

Basanti Puja is believed
to be the actual Durga
Puja celebrated in Bengal
centuries ago. The

A fun-filled

autumnal Durga Puja,
called “Akal Bodhan”
(untimely worship) is
performed in the months

of September/October,
and has replaced Basanti
Puja. To most Bengalis
in Bengal and all over the

Durga Puja is the most
popular celebration of the
year. Very few Bengali
organizations today
perform Basanti Puja and
why, how the autumnal
puja replaced Basanti
Puja is not known. There
are many views and
logical explanations.

Members of Kumartuli,
Kolkata, (the group that
deliver almost all clay
images of Goddess
Durga) believe that the
autumnal Durga puja has

Turn to Page 17

hts all

Ananda Mandir
Calendar of Events

(Please note : Dates are subject to change.
Please check the website frequently
www.anandamandir.org)

(For puja details refer page 3)

Dutta says, "Our Picnic was
very successful. We had 80
participants and collected almost
$900.00. After all expenses, we
should have positive balance".

was a great fun and also very
successful, we should have this
every year". Obviously, the
success of the picnic was
brought about by the

of Sanjit Dutta and Achinta
Ganguly and Supriya Sen who
were there since half past six in
the morning executing such a
wonderfully planned event.

That day, heavens
blessed this event with
a lovely weather.
Under the shades of
the pine trees with
pleasant breeze
caressing us, our eyes
could gaze far into the
clear blue horizon
where the fluffy,
¥ summer clouds
gathered as if to say "Hey, it's a
great day." And, to almost all
Bengalis beginning of a great
day means "Jhaal Muri",
"Phulkopir g

By Anil Raychowdhuri and
Sushmita Dutta

Just a few miles away from
Ananda Mandir, Colonial Park
encompasses acres and
acres of pristine
greenery, pine grove,
play grounds, golf and
tennis courts, picnic
tables and grills and
fitness par course laid
out along a paved path.
Under the leadership of
Sanjit Dutta, Ananda
Mandir hosted a "fun-
filled" picnic on Sunday,
June 15, 2008 at this park.

Ananda Mandir’s BOT
member and one of the
organizers of the picnic, Sanjit

Member and Ananda Sangbad
co-editor Vishnupriya says, "It
was the first picnic hosted off-
site by Ananda Mandir, and it

cooperation and efforts of many
volunteers (see the names
below). A special recognition
goes to the tireless dedication
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» Wednesday, July 2, 2008:
Shyama Puja, 6:30 P.M.
¢ Friday, July 11, 2008:
Ananda Sandhya, 8:00 p.m.

o Saturday, July 12, 2008: Ulto
Ratha Yatra and Satya
Narayan Puja, 7:00 P.M.

o Friday, July 18, 2008: Guru
Purnima Palan and Bishnu
Sahashra Nam Path, 9:00
AM.

e Thursday, July 31, 2008:
Shyama Puja, 6:30 P.M.

¢ Friday, August 8, 2008:
Ananda Sandhya, 8:00 P.M.

¢ Sunday, August 10, 2008:
Satya Narayana Puja and
Jhulan Yatra, 6:30 P.M.

o Saturday, August 16, 2008:
Rakhi and Jhulan Yatra
Samapon, (Contact Ananda
Mandir for time)

¢ Sunday, August 24, 2008.
Janmastomi (temple will
remain open from 6:00 A.M
t0 9:00 PM.

« Saturday, August 30, 2008:
Shyama Puja (Kaushik
Amabashya) 6:30 P.M.

* Wedneday, September 3,
2008: Ganesh Chathurthi 9:30
AM. to 12:00 noon.

o Friday, September 12, 2008:
Ananda Sandhya, 8:00 P.M.

« Sunday, September 14, 2008:
Satya Narayan Puja, 6:00

PM.

* Wednesday, September 17,
2008: Biswa Karma Puja,
9:00 AM.

« Sunday, September 28, 2008:
Mahishasur Mardini (live),
430 AM.

Til Tarpan, 8:00 A.M. to
12:00 noon and Shyama Puja
6:00 PM.

o Sunday —Thursday. October
5-9, 2008: Sri Sri Durga Puja.

« Friday, October 10, 2008:
Ananda Sandhya, 8:00 P.M.

* Tuesday, October14, 2008:
Kojagori Lakshmi Puja and
Satya Narayan Puja.

¢ Tuesday, October 28, 2008:
Maha Kali Puja.

Special Religious services

Upon requests, the priest of|

Ananda Mandir also offers

services such as in-house

Shradhas, Rituals associated

with Cremations (Anthesti

Kriya), Pre-weddng rituals

(Nundimukh, Ashirwad, etc.),

Wedding ceremonies, Upanayan

(Paitey), Wedding anniversaries,

Death anniversaries, Griha

prabesh (Bhumi Puja),

Consecrations of new cars (new

car pujas) and others. If you

have needs for any of the
above or more, please feel free
to contact Biswabhai at

732-873-9821.
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Some Details About the Upcoming NIV LIRSS &) Meeting

Pujas at Ananda Mandir

(Refer Events Calendar in page 1)

Reported by Gayatri GaMarsh

Shayama Puja: Shyama, also known as
Ma Kali, is the consort of God Shiva.
She is regarded as the Mother of the
Universe. Thakur Ramkrishna said about
Ma Kali: “My Ma Kali is the

Jhulan Yatra: The celebration of Radha

of Ananda Mandir

Reported by Anil Raychudhuri

and Krishna’s “swing festival” is known
as Jhulan Yatra. It is common for the rural
people of India to enjoy the cooling
breezes by riding on swings, just as Radha
and Krishna the Divine Lovers are
d d as taking pl in doing. This

principle of conscio She is
Akhanda Satchidananda: Indivisible
Reality, Awareness, and Bliss. The night

festival also symbolizes all the ups and
downs, the back and forths in life, which
b easy and enjoyable

sky between the stars is
perfectly black. The waters
at the depth of the ocean §
are completely dark: The [§
infinite is always
mysteriously dark and £
unknown, since the light
of knowledge cannot
penetrate it. This [
inebriating darkness is the §
color of my beloved Ma
Kali.”

Rath Yatra: This festival
commemorates the annual journey of
Lord Jagannath (Krishna), his brother
Balabhadra and their sister Subhadra to
their aunt’s abode (Gundicha Mandir).
Three richly decorated, temple-shaped
chariots are pulled through the streets of
Puri, the capital of the state of Orissa in
India. The ancient temple devoted to
Jagannath in Puri and Gundicha Mandir,
just a few miles away, were the starting
points of this festival but it is celebrated
by Hindus throughout the world at
present.

Ulto Rath Yatra: This festival celebrates
the event when Lord Jagannath and his
siblings return to their temple in Puri
after their nine days stay with their Masi
(aunt) at Gundicha Mandir. Ulto Rath
Yatra is celebrated with as much festivity
as Rath Yatra.

Satya Narayan Puja: This Puja is
performed to show reverence to the
“Narayan” form of God Vishnu. This
form of Vishnu is considered to be the
embodiment of truth. The Puja is
followed by Katha Path (or the telling
of the story of Satya Narayan Puja). Satya
Narayan Puja is conducted to ensure
wealth, abundance and peace in one’s
life.

Guru Purnima: The day of the full moon
(Purnima) in the month of Ashadh of the
Hindu Calendar is traditionally celebrated
as Guru Purnia. This is the day that Veda
Vyas —the author of Mahabharata and the
Upanishads, was born. Since Veda Vyas
is considered to be the Param (greatest)
Guru of the Hindu Philosophy, his
birthday is known as the day of “Guru
Purnia” and it is also know as Vyas Purnia
for this reason. On this day devotees offer
Puja to their Guru.

if you are in the company
of God.
Rakhi Purnima: This
festival is marked by the
tying of a sacred thread to
the wrist of brothers
by their sisters. The sacred
thread is meant to protect
.| the brother from all harm
& and the brother in return
B3 vows to look after his sister
% for as long as he lives.
Janmasmmy This festival is observed
in order to celebrate the birthday of Lord
Krishna who is one of the incarnations
of God Vishnu.
Ganesh Chaturthi:
Lord Ganesh, the elephant-headed son
of Shiva and Durga was born on this day.
Ganesh is widely worshiped as the
supreme God of wisdom, prosperity and
good fortune.
Biswakarma Puja: Lord Biswakarma
is regarded as the Divine engineer. He is
said to have created the earth, heaven
and Patal( the subterranean region). This
puja is very popular among factory
workers. Another significant aspect of
this Puja is the Kite flying ceremony. In
India the sky becomes filled with kites
of many colors on this day.
Mahalaya: Mahalaya is an auspicious
occasion observed seven days before the
start of the
four days of Durga Puja. It heralds the
advent of Durga, the Goddess of Supreme
Power (Shakti).
In the early hours before dawn on
Mabhalaya, Ananda Mandir provides a
beautiful audio montage called
“Mahisasura Mardini”. It is an invocation
to the mother Turn to Page 9
Goddess to descend to earth. This is done
through the recitation of verses from the
“Chandi,” singing of Bengali devotional
songs
and a dash of acoustic drama. Mahalaya
also marks the end of “Pitri Pakhsha”and
the beginning of Devi Paksha. This event
makes it a very auspicious day to pay
ones respect to the demised members of
ones family by offering “Tarpan”, a form
of Puja to bring peace to the souls of
departed loved ones.

Ananda Mandir held its Anuual
general meeting on Sunday April 13
at about 2:00 P.M in the basement of
the Community Center following a
light lunch.. The meeting started with
the devotional invocation of God by
the resident priest, Biswabhai. One of
the significant features of this year’s
general meeting was that the meeting
was conducted in front of a full quorum.
The meeting was conducted by the
outgoing General Secretary, Mrs.
Krishna Dutta Roy who introduced the
outgoing President, Dr. Ashok Rakhit
to deliver his speech. Dr. Rakhit gave
a summary of the accomplishments
achieved during his tenure as president.

The Chairs of different committees
came prepared with a list of their
performances and delivered them
briefly. It was clear that Ananda Mandir
needs more energetic, willing volunteers
and more funds to put the organization
on a path that will help achieve its
ultimate goal--building an all
encompassing Heritage Center.

At the AGM, the following twenty-
five life members were anointed as
Trustees to serve BOT. Many of these
members are outgoing but they chose
to serve the center for another term.

Amal De, Amitabha Bagchi, Amitava

Sen, Anil Raychaudhuri,
Arun.Bhowmik, Ashok Rakhit, Chandi
Maitra, Chanu Das, Chhanda Aditya,
Dipak Sarkar, Dipan Ray, Joy Prakash
Biswas, Krishna Bhattacharya, Krishna
Dutta Roy, Maumita Bajpai, Prabir
Kumar Biswas, Pradip Majumdar,
Prativa Hore, Sanjit Dutta, Santosh
Mukherjee, Sukanta Sengupta, Suprosad
Baidya Roy, Surya Dutta, Surajit
Sengupta, Uma Roy Chowdhury.
In a recent BOT meeting on May
17, 2008, the following executive
committee was formed to serve BOT.
Several Committees remain to be
formed, each committee with a specific
line function.
Amitabha Bagchi—President
Dipak Sarkar—Vice-President
Maumita Bajpai—General Secretary
Surya Dutta—Treasurer

Reported by
Debajyoti Chatterji

You are probably quite
familiar with our website
(www.ananda-
mandir.org). You know
that in our website, you
can find lots of useful
information: upcoming
puja dates and times,
schedules for cultural
programs, religious
services we offer,
directions to our facilities,
our future expansion
plans, etc. You probably
even click on the “useful
links” to read your
favorite Kolkata paper,
check cricket scores, look
up Bengali calendar or
download tax forms! But
you may not have noticed
three little boxes on the
bottom of the left column
on our home page:
“Search Amazon”,
“Dell” and “Buy.com”.

Did you know that if you
place an order with any
of these companies
through our website, you
will be making an
indirect contribution to
Ananda Mandir? That is
because each of these
companies have agreed
to give a small fraction
of the revenue they
receive from your orders
back to Ananda Mandir.
Although the amount
received by Ananda
Mandir from each order
is quite small, these small
amounts can add up
quickly!

So, next time you are
about to buy a book, a
CD or a DVD, a laptop,
a software or an
electronic item like a
digital camera, a
navigation system or a
boom box — or a host of
other products -- please

go to our website and
click on the link to
Amazon, Dell or
Buy.com as appropriate
instead of directly visiting
the company’s website.
Also encourage your
friends to do so. That
extra little step of visiting
Ananda Mandir website
first and then going to
the company can and will
mean additional (and
much needed!) funds for
the organization you like
and support!

If you have any
suggestions regarding our
website, please email to
Tapas Mallik
(tapas@optonline.net) or
Pradip Majumdar
(majumdar@optonline.n
et) who deserve the credit
for designing and
maintaining this vital
communication link to
our community.

A Commentary on Films . rieaiam: & scout todian finy

Turn from Page 12

at Cannes in 2002 as the opening film of
the Fortnight, and was awarded with the
International Critics' Prize as 'Best Film'
in the section. The film is also the first
Bangladeshi feature film to have a general
release in the USA. Matir Moina toured
the international circuit and was received
with critical praise for its realistic
depiction of life without the melodrama
that is prevalent in many South Asian
films.

‘Mahek, by filmmaker K Kanade has been
selected by Otterbein College in Ohio,
US to be a part of its curriculum in
Integrative Studies Program and Teaching
of Modern India. According to the
university, Mahek is an introspective
Hindi film that sensitively portrays the
world of children and their rights. The
film, produced by the Children’s Film
Society, India, had its world premiere at
the prestigious 51st London Film Festival
2007 and has won several awards

overseas, including the Best Feature Film
(Family) Platinum Remi Award at the
prestigious 41st Houston International
Film Festival 2008 and the best feature
film award at the 10th Arpa International
Film Festival in Hollywood. The film
had been nominated in Houston for as
many as six categories including the best
feature film, best director, screenplay,
first feature, best foreign film and best
family film. It has been screened at
several international film festivals
including the 32nd Cleveland Film
Festival, the Golden Elephant Children

Film Festival in Hyderabad, and at
festivals in St Louis, Chicago, Frankfurt
and Sydney.

Mahek is a young girl's journey
towards self-realization. The film deals
with the understanding of children’s
talents, their imaginative skills and also
their rights in context of present-day
India. Eleven-year old Mahek wants to
be the best in everything, as she struggles
to figure out what she is best at. To
complicate things, she encounters a
charmless.
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Sixty Years of Independence (A Historical Review)

By Himansu Mukherjee

August 15, 1947 saw the
birth of a new nation,
which is a remarkable
event in the human
history. It signalled the
end of British rule in
India. For almost two
hundred years, Indian
masses had to struggle
for freedom, and
thousands of freedom
fighters had to sacrifice
their lives to earn
freedom.

Sepoy (sepahi) mutiny
in 1857 was the first war
of independence which
ended the East India
Company’s rule in India.

Queen Victoria took
over the administration
of India. The second war
of independence took
place under the
command of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
when the Indian National
Army (L.LN.A.) crossed
the border of India and
hoisted the tricolor flag
on Indian soil. The
invasion of I.N.A. shook
the foundations of British
Empire. Britain
transferred power to the
Indian people on August
15, 1947.

With the victory in the
battle of Plassey, when
the East India Company
established the British
rule in India, political
transformation of India
began for the second
time. First political and
cultural transformation
of Bharat (India) took
place towards the end of
12th century when the

Aryan civilization was
challenged by the
Moslem invaders.
Pritviraj, the last emperor
of Delhi was defeated by
Mohammed Ghori, and
it was then that Moslem
rule started in India.
Moslem rule continued
for almost 600 years. It
is marked by the
conspicuous absence of
justice and the rule of
law; it forced conversion
of the Hindus couples
with incalculable misery
and sufferings of the
Indian masses. Most of
the Moslem rulers were
ruthless, despotic and
oppressive.  They
desecrated the sacred
places of worship,
destroyed hundreds of
temples and monuments
and liquidated the then
existing educational
system. Allauddin Khilji
was the most barbaric
ruler. He razed the entire
university of Nalanda,
massacred twelve
hundred monks and burnt
down the library with
valuable books and
manuscripts.

The end of Islam rule
was a blessing in
disguise.  British
administration appeared
to be more civilized and
justice-based. But the
British exploited the
people, robbed the wealth
and resources of India.
They cast their influence
on Indian society and
completely controlled
Indian economy. All the
key industries and
businesses were in the

hands of the British
rulers, and the India was
reduced to an agrarian
society.

However, the British
administration was
marked by many changes
in the country. Western
judicial and educational
systems were introduced
in the country. In order
to run the administration
smoothly, they needed
skilled people. So, they
founded a few
universities, technical
schools and colleges.
They also developed
some infra-structures to
facilitate their businesses.

New systems of
transportation and
communication were
also brought to India. But
the most important
contribution of Britain
was the integration of
states in India at that
time. There were
hundreds of independent
states, especially in the
north-east and the south.
Britain annexed them all
and created an integrated
India.

But all the beneficial
activities of Britain were
overshadowed by their
ruthless torture and
tyranny directed towards
the freedom fighters who
wanted to shed the
foreign yoke.

Under British
administration only
urban communities in
India enjoyed some
amenities of life. But the
vast majority of Indian
people in rural areas was
living in stark poverty

and wretched conditions.

On August 15, 1947,
when British transferred
power, India was divided.

The new Islamic
republic of Pakistan was
born out of the division
of India. But the division
of India on religious basis
caused mass exodus and
slaughter-a human
tragedy beyond one’s

imagination. India’s
great leaders were
committed to an

independent India as a
multi-religious, multi-
cultural, multi-ethnic and
multi-linguistic
democracy. However, by
the unfortunate turn of
events, their dream to
build a castles and
classless society, where
everybody will have the
same freedom and
opportunity within the
framework of a secular
and democratic
constitution, vanished, at
least temporarily.
Soon after
independence, the great
task of nation building
began. Mass education
and agriculture were
given the first priorities.
Within a span of ten
years, India gained self-
sufficiency in food and
agriculture. Expansion of
education was achieved
by the building
of many new schools,
colleges, universities of
engineering, science and
technology, national
laboratories and
management institutes all
over the country. Ample
opportunities were

created for students
desiring higher
education. Many talented
young scientists and
business entrepreneurs
were produced in course
of time.

When the British left
India, it had only agrarian
economy. There was
hardly any economic
growth. Millions of
people were suffering

from unemployment and
poverty. The
government soon

realized that more jobs
must be created to
eliminate unemployment
and poverty. Many steel
mills and heavy
industries were set up
and the economy began
to show signs of
improvement.
Knowledge and machine
based industries created
millions of jobs and
accelerated trade and
commerce. Indian
economy registered 3.5
percent growth per
annum. But further
growth in economy was
restricted due to the
industrial policy of the
government which
opposed any private
investments. In Neheru’s
socialist economic
policy, the government
wanted to control all the
key industries. Private
entrepreneurs were not
allowed to play any role
in the development of
India’s economy. But it
was soon discovered that
government-run
industries were
unproductive and could

not compete with other
countries.

In 1991, Narasingh
Rao government
announced economic
reformation, and all
restrictions on private
and foreign investments
were abolished. Flow of
capital and technology
from foreign countries
infused new life into
Indian economy. Free
market economy soon
produced enormous
wealth; and Indian
economy is now
registering an annual
growth of 8.9 percent.

Today, India is playing
an important role in
global economy and has
made its mark in
information technology.

Although India has
reached milestones in
business, science,
technology and
education, the poverty of
the masses has not been
completely eliminated.
Still one-third of the
population lives below
poverty line.

The government
should focus mainly on
four things - control of
population explosion,
elimination of poverty,
enhancement of learning
and further improvement
of economic growth.

On the occasion of
60th anniversary of
Indian independence, we
salute our great leaders
and freedom fighters and
reaffirm our commitment
to make India a great
country.

Reported by Kankana Sengupta

November:

Members

Kolkata. Finally an election

PM the event lasted almost

enthralling evening.

At the recently held Annual
General Meeting of NJPA, a
new executive committee for
the years 2008-2010 was
formed. Our new committee
consists of President: Anup
Mitra,

Vice President: Krishna
Bhattacharyya, General
Secretary: Kankana Sengupta,
Treasurer: Saikat Chatterjee,
Members At Large: Devi
Mookerjee; Krishnendu
Banerjee; Sunanda Mitra.

We have an exciting year
ahead of us. Here is a highlight
of some of our upcoming
events for the year 2008.

July: A grand summer
program featuring the top artists
from Kolkata.

August: Picnic at Colonial
Park, Somerset, NJ

October: Kali Puja

only—an exclusive program to
show off your talents.
December: Holiday Party
NJPA continues to celebrate
the rich and colorful culture of
India and form a portal to share
our rich heritage. Our success
as an organization will be
measured by your continued
support. We ask for and
welcome your active
participation. So please keep
your ideas, suggestions and
comments flowing.

It was already halfway
through the meeting so a coffee
break was taken to invigorate
people as a palatable lunch
package was served for all. And
then after having a satiated
stomach, people responded
quite positively to an important
fund-raising session as we had
to finance the Kallol’s new
Durga Protima purchase from

was held to form a new
Executive Committee for a
two-year’s term. The new
committee now includes
Soumen Roy as President,
Arunansu Dasgupta as Vice-
President, Rajarshi Majumd:

NJPA Corner

as Treasurer, Amal Paul, Ashok
Ganguly, Debahuti Roy, Jaya
Bhattacharya, Kausik Bhowal,
and Rajib Banerjee — all as
Members at Large. Conducted
in a very amicable
environment, the whole affair
took about 4 hours for
completion.

Kallol’s Kabi Jayanti
celebrations were held on June
7 at the Crossroads South
Middle Schools on Major Road
at the Monmouth Junction
Township. Staring around 5

until midnight. Cultural and
artistic presentations were made
by the various performing
groups in some remarkable
ways. The celebrations began
with a Talent Show having
children to participate
exhibiting their aptitude for
performing arts. Then various
productions by Kallol members
were staged which included
dance recitals, poetry
recitations, vocal musicals, and
a short drama. A dinner break
then followed to revitalize
people. It was then time for the
most eagerly awaited final
episode of the night: Sraboni
Sen, the famous vocalist from
Kolkata, presented a session of
captivating Rabindra Sangeet
for the audience. Finally putting
everything together, in
everyone’s judgment it was
quite a rewarding and

As for looking into our
future calendar, the following
events have been scheduled:
Summer Picnic on August 9 at
the Merrill Park Grove 3-C,
Blood Drive for Red Cross on
August 17 at Ukrainian
Cultural Center, Durga Puja on
October 3, 4 & 5 at the
Ukrainian Cultural Center,
Lakshmi Puja on October 11
at the Kiddie-Keep-Well-Camp
in Roosevelt Park, and the New
Year’s Eve Party on December
31 at Shezan Restaurant in
Edison.

All updates on our future
happenings will be regularly
posted on the website . So
please occasionally visit this
link for more details on our
activities.We will be looking
forward to seeing you all at our
upcoming events, and I wish
you all the best.







